
NMMEA DISTRICT VII 
CHORAL SECTION 

Solo and Ensemble Festival Procedures and Policy Guidelines 
 

Eligibility Requirements  

1. Participants must be a member of a school performing group, where such a group exists. 2. 
Participants must be in grades 6-12 or equivalent levels in alternative education settings. 3. All 
participants must be approved by the school director or approved sponsor. 
4. Solo and Ensemble Festival is considered a co-curricular activity for high school students.  

GPA and attendance requirements do not apply if all co-curricular guidelines are met.  

Registration and Fees  

1. It is the responsibility of the section vice-president to contact directors at all public, private, 
and parochial schools regarding registration (see district president for complete list of schools).  

2. It is the school director’s responsibility to register and pay fees by the established deadline. All 
fees must be sent to the secretary/treasurer in order for the school’s entry(ies) to be 
scheduled. (Refer to fees page)  

3. All fees should be paid with one check or purchase order made out to NMMEA District VII. 
No cash will be accepted. Receipts will be issued by the secretary/treasurer.  

4. Fees will be established annually at the section meetings and published in the fees page of this 
handbook.  

5. No refunds will be made for cancellations of any registrants.  

Music Requirements  

1) Music performed should be of good quality and an appropriate challenge to the 
student(s). Students must have a legal, printed copy of the music with measures 
numbered to give to the adjudicator. Failure to do this will result in a performance for 
comments only with no rating given. Unauthorized photocopies are not allowed.  

2) In the Spring of 2018, the Choral Division clarified that Broadway/musical theatre 
repertoire can be included in the festival. It should be noted that the adjudicators must be 
educated about this repertoire inclusion. The Choral Division chose to do this help high 
school singers prepare for the growing majors of musical theatre, contemporary music 
and theatre.  

NMMEA District VII Handbook 5- 8/9/13 36  



 

3. Solos must be performed with the appropriate accompaniment, if one exists for the 
composition. Tape recorded accompaniments are allowed. Failure to provide an 
accompaniment will result in a performance for comments only with no rating given. 
Compositions which have no written accompaniment may be performed with no penalty.  

Participation  

1. Students may participate in any number of events, at the discretion of their teacher. 
2. No more than two students to a part for ensemble entries. Small ensembles are not to be 
conducted. Large instrumental ensembles (brass and woodwind choirs, percussion ensembles) 
have the option of using a conductor. 
3. The director may participate only as a conductor or as an accompanist.  

Site Mechanics  

1. Standard performance times are 10 minutes for high school entries and 7 minutes for middle 
school entries. Performances may be stopped if they exceed these time allotments. If a student 
wishes to perform an extended work, then he/she should pay the fees for additional time slots. 
There is no penalty for performing part of a piece.  

2. Rating sheets will be released at the end of the festival only to the director. Ratings are not 
to be shared with the students at the festival site.  

3. Directors of participating schools are EXPECTED to be at the Festival at the time of their 
students’ performances. Directors of participating schools are also expected to assist with the 
running of the Festival at the direction of the section vice-president or site host.  

4. Supervision of middle school students must be provided by directors.  

Awards  

1. Certificates will be given to all participants in either solo or ensemble categories who receive a 
Superior (I) or Excellent (II) rating.  

2. Certificates will be distributed to the director by the section vice-president at the conclusion of 
the festival and are to be distributed by the school director.  

Fees as of Spring 2018 for the Choral Division 
$7 per solo 
$5 per ensemble member, $40 maximum per ensemble 
 
Solo and Ensemble Budget 

A) $25/hr. per adjudicator 
B) Site host for solo and ensemble will receive a $100 honorarium. 



C) Piano tunings – district provided 
D) Adjudicator/Host Snacks and Beverages $20 
E) Student Host Snacks and Beverages $40 
F) Student Host Pizza Lunch $60 
G) Adjudicator/Host/VP Lunches: $12/person 
H) Adjudicator/Host Morning Coffee/Pastry $30 
I) Office Supplies and Materials: $30 
J) Janitorial Services: $50 
K) Certificates: $50 
L) VP office supplies: $20 

$7 per solo $5 per ensemble member, $40 max per ensemble 
 
 


