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NAfME	Policy	
All	directors	must	be	current	members	of	NAfME:	National	Association	for	Music	Education	(formerly	
known	as	MENC).	Please	visit	www.nafme.org	for	more	information.	
	
Eligibility	
1)	This	is	a	high	school	honor	choir	available	to	students	in	grades	9-12	who	are	good	musicians	and	
responsible	students.	
2)	 Honor	 choir	 is	 considered	 a	 co-curricular	 activity	 for	 high	 school	 students.	 GPA	 and	 eligibility	
requirements	do	not	apply.	
	
Registration	Information	
1)	Each	participating	high	school	in	NMMEA	District	7	will	send	a	balanced	octet	of	2	sopranos,	2	altos,	
2	tenors,	and	2	basses.		 If	 the	clinician	chooses	music	featuring	divisi,	each	school’s	director	will	be	
responsible	for	assigning	the	divisi	in	their	octet.	
	
2)	The	school's	choir	director	is	solely	responsible	for	nominating	singers.	
	
3)	The	school’s	choir	director	must	collect	Honor	Choir	Commitment	forms	from	every	participating	
student	by	the	registration	deadline	published	in	the	NMMEA	District	VII’s	annual	event	calendar.	
	
4)	Honor	Choir	Commitment	forms	will	be	collected	and	kept	by	each	school’s	director.	
	
4)	Any	director	who	does	not	have	a	complete	octet	will	need	to	contact	the	Choral	Vice	President	so	
that	missing	slots	can	be	filled.	This	should	be	done	by	the	registration	deadline.		
	
5)	Any	student	who	drops	out	of	honor	choir,	whatever	 the	reason,	after	 the	registration	deadline	
should	be	replaced	by	the	director	as	long	as	the	director	has	a	viable	candidate.	If	this	is	not	the	case,	
the	Choral	Vice	President	should	be	contacted	to	see	if	the	opening	can	be	filled.	Please	immediately	
inform	the	Choral	Vice	President	of	personnel	changes.	
	
6)	Names	of	participating	students	with	their	voice	parts,	(Soprano	1,	etc…)	should	be	submitted	via	
e-mail	to	the	Choral	Vice	President	by	8	p.m.	of	registration	deadline	published	in	the	NMMEA	District	
VII’s	annual	event	calendar.	
	
Payment	Information	
1)	Registration	Amount:	$18	per	student.	All	fees	should	be	paid	with	one	check	or	purchase	order	
made	 out	 to	 NMMEA	 District	 VII.	 No	 cash	 will	 be	 accepted.	 Receipts	 will	 be	 issued	 by	 the	
secretary/treasurer.	
	
2)	Payments	must	be	delivered	by	mail	or	in	person	to	the	NMMEA	District	VII	Treasurer	by	8	p.m.	of	
the	published	deadline.	Acceptable	payment	forms	include	check	or	purchase	order.		
	
3)	Registration	Deadline:	Schools	that	do	not	register	and	pay	by	8	p.m.	by	the	deadline	listed	on	the	
NMMEA	District	VII’s	annual	event	calendar	will	not	be	included	in	activities.		
	
4)	Educational	Enterprises	Recording	Company	will	be	contracted	 to	compile	a	 rehearsal	CD.	Each	
director	will	be	responsible	for	procuring	the	rehearsal	CD	for	their	students.	



	
5)	Fees	to	participate	in	the	Honor	Choir	are	set	by	the	individual	section.	All	participating	schools,	
regardless	of	district	affiliation,	are	responsible	for	paying	registration	fees.	
		
Director	Responsibilities	
1)	Each	school’s	choral	director	will	be	responsible	for	ensuring	that	every	child	has	the	necessary	
music,	pencil,	rehearsal	CD,	black	folder,	and	bottle	of	water.		
2)	Each	participating	student	will	earn	a	pin.	The	pin	will	be	provided	to	the	directors	at	the	Honor	
Choir	Festival.	The	cost	of	the	pin	is	included	in	the	honor	choir	fee.	
3)	Attire:		Attire	will	follow	All-State	attire	guidelines.	Singers	will	wear	their	school’s	concert	attire	as	
dictated	by	the	choral	director	(gowns,	robes,	etc…)	
4)	Rehearsal	CD’s:		Educational	Enterprises	Recording	Company	(EERC)	will	produce	a	rehearsal	CD	
available	in	the	fall.	
5)	High	school	directors	must	attend	the	entire	festival	with	their	students.	
6)	The	clinician	and	repertoire	will	be	announced	at	the	Fall	Meeting.		
7)	Collect	fully	completed	Honor	Choir	Commitment	forms	from	every	participating	student	by	the	
registration	date	published	in	the	annual	NMMEA	District	VII	event	calendar	and	file	until	the	end	of	
the	festival.	
8)	NMMEA	District	VII	wants	your	help!	If	you	have	suggestions	for	future	clinicians,	these	suggestions	
are	due	to	the	Choral	Vice	President	by	January	31	for	possible	use	in	the	following	festival.	
	
Student	Responsibilities	
1)	 Participating	 students	 must	 complete	 and	 abide	 by	 the	 NMMEA	 District	 VII	 Honor	 Choir	
Commitment	Form.	
2)	Memorization	of	music	 is	encouraged,	but	not	required.		Students	MUST	bring	their	music	to	all	
rehearsals	and	concerts.	
	
Concert	Guidelines	
1)	Concert	Length:	A	concert	program	consisting	of	no	more	than	8	pieces	(depending	on	difficulty)	or	
thirty	minutes	worth	of	music	will	be	performed.			
2)	The	repertoire	will	be	chosen	by	the	conductor	and	approved	by	a	committee	appointed	by	the	
Choral	Vice	President.	
3)	The	repertoire	must	be	 found	 in	 the	most	current	Educational	Enterprises	Recording	Company	
(EERC)	music	catalog	so	that	a	rehearsal	CD	can	be	compiled.	The	only	exception	to	this	rule	is	if	the	
clinician	has	a	rehearsal	CD	that	he/she	can	provide	to	the	District	so	that	the	singers	have	something	
with	which	to	practice.	
3)	 Repertoire:	 The	 following	 suggested	 guidelines	 consider	 the	 Texas	 University	 Interscholastic	
League’s	Prescribed	Music	List	(PML)	for	classification	purposes	only.	

A)	1	level	5	selection	
B)	A	mixture	of	selections	from	levels	3	and	4		
C)	Secular	and	sacred	music	is	acceptable	
D)	The	following	languages	are	acceptable:	English,	Latin,	Spanish,	Italian,	and	German		
E)	One	SSAATTBB	selection	is	allowable.		
F)	One	double	choir	selection	is	allowable.		
G)	The	repertoire	should	represent	a	variety	of	literature.		

4)	Rehearsal	CD’s:		Educational	Enterprises	Recording	Company	(EERC)	will	produce	a	rehearsal	CD	
available	in	the	fall.	
5)	Memorization	of	music	is	encouraged,	but	not	required.			
	
	
Clinician/Accompanist	Information	
	1)	A	$400	honorarium	for	the	clinician	plus	travel	expenses	if	the	clinician	is	from	out	of	town.	Two	
nights’	hotel	accommodations	and	$40	per	diem	will	be	provided	for	out	of	town	clinicians.	Lunch		will	
be	provided	the	day	of	the	festival.	



2)	The	clinician	must	provide	 the	 repertoire	 to	NMMEA	District	VII	by	 June	30th	 in	 the	year	of	 the	
festival.	
3)	 Clinicians	 should	 pay	 special	 attention	 when	 selecting	 repertoire.	 He/She	 must	 rehearse	 and	
prepare	 the	 group	 for	 a	 final	 concert	within	 the	 scheduled	 amount	 of	 time.	 Please	 see	 the	 above	
guidelines	for	more	information.	
4)	A	$400	honorarium	for	the	accompanist.	Lunch	will	be	provided	the	day	of	the	festival.	
		
Budget	
A) $400	honorarium	for	Clinician	
B) $400	honorarium	for	Accompanist	
C) $700	maximum	for	out	of	town	clinician’s	travel	expenses	
D) $300	maximum	for	facility	rental	–	to	be	split	with	the	middle	school	budget,	as	applicable	
E) $100	maximum	for	piano	tuning	
F) $100	maximum	for	janitorial	services–	to	be	split	with	the	middle	school	budget,	as	applicable	
G) $100	maximum	for	moving	of	choral	risers	–	to	be	split	with	the	middle	school	budget,	as	

applicable	
H) $150	Duplication	of	Programs	
I) Day	of	Festival	Lunch	for	Clinician,	Accompanist,	Choral	Vice	President(s),	and	Site	Host	not	to	

exceed	$12	per	person	
J) $20	for	snacks	and	beverages	
K) $150	for	Recording	Tech	to	make	an	archive	copy	of	concert	–	to	be	split	with	the	middle	school	

budget,	as	applicable	
L) $20	VP	office	supplies		
M) TBD:	Instrumentalists	other	than	keyboard	as	scored	in	the	selected	repertoire	
N) Site	host	for	honor	choir	will	receive	a	$100	honorarium.	
	
$18	per	person	
	
	Note:	The	festival	must	pay	for	itself.	The	District	cannot	go	into	debt	to	cover	a	festival.	
Concert	proceeds	will	be	used	to	help	cover	expenses	including	clinician’s	travel	expenses,	programs,	and	
venue	costs	such	as	rental	fees	and	janitorial	services.		Unused	funds	will	be	carried	over	to	the	next	year.			
	
In	order	to	defray	expenses	of	the	honor	choir	concert,	a	$5	ticket	price	per	person	will	be	

charged	to	attend	the	honor	choir	concert.	
	
Festival	Schedule	
8:30	a.m.	Registration,	Rules,	and	Introductions	
9	a.m.	to	Noon:	Rehearsal	with	a	short	break	
12:00	to	1:15	p.m.		Lunch	Break	
1:15	to	4:45	p.m.	Rehearsal	with	a	short	break	
6:15	p.m.	Artist	Call		
7	p.m.	Performance	
	
Preparation	and	Site	Duties	for	Vice	President	
1. Contract	a	clinician	to	serve	as	the	conductor	of	the	honor	group.	Offer	assistance	to	the	clinician	in	

picking	an	appropriate	program.	
2. Send	 student	 nomination	 reminders	 to	 directors	 two	weeks	 prior	 to	 the	 stated	 deadline	 on	 the	

District	 VII	 Calendar	 of	 Events.	 Remember	 to	 include	 private	 and	 parochial	 school.	 Remind	
directors	that	all	fees	are	due	at	the	same	time	as	the	nomination	forms.	

3. After	 receiving	nomination	 forms	 from	the	directors,	 contact	 the	secretary/treasurer	 to	 find	out	
which	schools	have	paid.	Do	not	schedule	schools	for	events	until	payment	has	been	received	
by	the	district	secretary/treasurer.	

4. Make	arrangements	with	the	host	school	or	site	to	have	enough	chairs,	stands,	and	other	equipment	
necessary	to	host	the	festival.	

5. Send	out	a	final	schedule	for	the	honor	festival,	and	any	required	music	to	participating	schools.	Be	



sure	to	include	final	chair	or	section	audition	times	and	audition	materials,	rehearsal	times,	sites,	
final	concert	locations,	and	if	there	is	a	charge	for	the	final	concert	in	the	schedule.	Include	a	site	map,	
directions	to	the	school,	and	a	phone	number	that	will	be	available	to	the	students	and	directors.	
Invite	other	directors	to	assist	with	seating	auditions	and	running	the	festival.	

6. Type	up	the	final	program	and	have	it	duplicated	for	the	final	concert.	
7.	Be	a	good	host	for	the	clinician	by	making	arrangements	for	lunches,	dinners,	etc.	If	he/she	is	from	
				out	of	town,	make	hotel	arrangements	and	arrange	for	transportation	to	and	from	the	hotel.	District												
VII	will	reimburse	meal	costs	at	$40	per	day	for	the	clinician	and	accompanist.	Lunch	will	be	provided	
for	the	Vice	President(s)	and	site	host.	

8.	Before	the	final	concert,	make	arrangements	with	the	secretary/treasurer	to	have	an	honorarium			
check	ready	for	presentation	after	the	final	concert.	

	
Preparation	Duties	for	Site	Host	
1. Check	 with	 the	 section	 vice	 president	 regarding	 the	 equipment	 needed	 for	 the	 honor	 group	
rehearsals	and	for	the	amount	of	additional	rooms	needed	for	chair	auditions	or	section	rehearsals.	

2. Be	at	the	school/location	early	to	open	the	rehearsal	area	for	students	and	parents.	If	possible,	have	
an	area	where	parents	may	wait	if	they	choose	to	stay	during	the	rehearsal.	

3. Assist	the	section	vice	president	in	running	the	festival.	
	


